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Hong Kong Bar Association

In Hong Kong there are two separate legal professions: barristers and solicitors.

Barristers are specialists in litigation.  We are mainly involved in work that is connected to litigation or dispute resolution.       
Hong Kong Bar Association is the statutory professional organization of barristers in Hong Kong. Established in 1949, the Bar 
Association currently has 1,225 members, including 1,133 junior counsel and 92 senior counsel (by September 2013).  

The most competent barristers are usually appointed as Senior Counsel (the equivalent of Queen’s Counsel of the United Kingdom).  
Senior Counsels are selected from practicing barristers of at least 10 years’ seniority.  Candidates have to demonstrate integrity, 
legal knowledge and skills over the years of their practice before they can expect to obtain the title.

Hong Kong Bar Association serves all the practicing barristers, and more importantly, for the upholding of the rule of law. Our 
objects are: 

(1) The maintenance of an independent Bar as the honorable profession ;
(2) The advancement and improvement of the administration of justice and rule of law in Hong Kong;
(3) The prescription of rules of professional conduct, discipline and etiquette;
(4) The furtherance of good relations and understanding within the legal professions.

Barristers play a pivotal role in the conduct of court proceedings.  Our contribution generally include giving legal opinion, 
advising on di!cult legal point, and devising litigation strategy before the commencement of the proceedings; monitoring the 
case, advising on change in strategy or tactical move, and drafting the relevant legal documents in the course of legal proceed-
ings to advance our clients’ position; and most importantly, exerting excellent advocacy skills during all types of hearings to 
achieve results that are in the clients’ best interest.

Barristers usually work on a referral basis from solicitors. However, there are certain circumstances under Annexes #14 and #20 
of the Code of Conduct which barristers can be instructed directly without the intervention of solicitors, one example being 
that PRC lawyers or companies may engage a barrister directly before proceedings were commenced in Hong Kong.  Barristers 
also practise in arbitration and mediation as arbitrators, mediators or acting as advocates. 

Although solicitors also attend various types of court hearings, barristers are usually instructed to conduct most of the more 
important hearings because of our expertise in law and advocacy.  

Hong Kong has a bilingual legal system. Cases are conducted in both Chinese and English.  Most Hong Kong barristers are 
accustomed to hearings conducted in both Chinese and English.

The Bar looks forward to continuing to provide independent, professional and international legal services to the Hong Kong 
society.

Tel :   (852) 2869 0210

Fax :   (852) 2869 0189

E-mail :   info@hkba.org

Website :  http://www.hkba.org

Address :  LG2, High Court, 38 Queensway, Hong Kong


