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The Hong Kong Institute of Landscape Architects

The HKILA was founded in April 1988. The organization of the landscape architectural profession was first established with
the founding of the Hong Kong Landscape Group operating as a chapter of the Landscape Institute of United Kingdom. In the
interests of maintaining and promoting local standards and services, the HKILA was inaugurated in 1988 as the professional
body for those engaged in the practice of landscape architecture in Hong Kong, with the main aim of promoting the highest
standard in the arts and sciences of landscape architecture and management throughout Hong Kong. A mutual professional
recognition with Australia Institute of Landscape Architects and New Zealand Institute of Landscape Architects was established
in the next year. The legal status of the HKILA was confirmed and objectives of the HKILA were defined with the enactment of
the Hong Kong Institute of Landscape Architects Incorporation Ordinance in 1996.

As Hong Kong building professionals were facing more complex design and technical requirements, practicing professional
landscape architects felt the need to make effective regulations to monitor practicing landscape professionals of different
backgrounds and diverse qualifications in order to raise the professional standard. All members of the HKILA voted in 1995 in
favor to establish a landscape architects registration ordinance via a private bill. With the assistance of Hon. Leg Co Member HO
Shing Tin representing the Architectural, Planning and Surveying Constituency at that time, the Landscape Architects Registra-
tion Ordinance (LARO) CAP. 516 was finally adopted in May 1997 after two years of consultation and legislative process. HKILA
subsequently set up a committee to appoint members to the Landscape Architects Registration Board (LARB). The LARB was
formally established in August in the same year, aiming to develop professional standards for local and overseas landscape
architects practicing in Hong Kong and to provide registration service for them. Through the registration system, the general
public could recognize the qualified landscape architects and to protect the profession’s highest standards.

Professional Services of Hong Kong Landscape Architects

Hong Kong is a worldwide recognized landscape architectural design capital. Landscape architects in Hong Kong provide a
wide range of consultancy services, including public open spaces, waterfronts and recreational facilities planning and design;
landscape designs in commercial, residential and resort projects; green infrastructures as well as environmental conservation, etc.

High quality landscape design services in Hong Kong attract an increasing number of property developers and governments from
Mainland China and South East Asia. Numerous competition prizes awarded to Hong Kong landscape architects are exemplary
of the success and excellence of our landscape industry.

The Hong Kong Institute of Landscape Architects (HKILA) promotes design excellence through its annual design awards providing
a valuable platform for landscape architects to receive recognition for their outstanding achievements. Apart from organizing
landscape design competitions, HKILA has also developed a Continuing Professional Development (CPD) scheme to meet the
evolving demands from both local and international clients.
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