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The Law Society of Hong Kong 

The Law Society is a professional association for solicitors in Hong Kong.  It was incorporated in 1907 as a company limited by 
guarantee.

Aim

The aims of the Law Society are set out in its Memorandum of Association.  In summary, they are as follows:

       law or practice

Function

The Articles of Association deal with the machinery of government of the Law Society: election of the Council, delegation of 
responsibilities to committees, employment of sta! and investigation of complaints regarding professional misconduct.

Under the Legal Practitioners Ordinance (Cap. 159, Laws of Hong Kong), the Law Society has a certi"cating role in the admission 
procedure and it is empowered to:

Structure

The Council is the governing body of the Law Society.  There are twenty members in the Council.  The President and two Vice-
Presidents are elected annually by the Council.

Admission as a Solicitor

There are three main routes to admission as a solicitor in Hong Kong.
(i)    The local route

A qualifying law degree is required, in most cases obtained from the University of Hong Kong, the City University of Hong 
Kong or the Chinese University of Hong Kong, followed by the successful completion of the course in Postgraduate Certi"-
cate in Laws in Hong Kong, and working as a trainee solicitor in a Hong Kong law "rm for a two-year training period.

(ii)   The overseas route
Overseas quali"ed lawyers from both common law and non-common law jurisdictions are entitled to apply for admis-
sion in Hong Kong if they ful"ll certain conditions on residence, legal quali"cations and practice experience, are of good 
standing  in their jurisdiction, and have successfully completed or are exempted from all or part of the Overseas Lawyers 
Quali"cation Examination.

(iii)  Transfer from the Bar
Barristers admitted in Hong Kong who have been in practice for more than "ve years may apply for admission as solicitors.  
They may not have to complete the two-year training period required of trainee solicitors, but they will be required to sit 
and pass the Accounts and Professional Conduct Head of the Overseas Lawyers Quali"cation Examination.

Tel :   (852) 2846 0500

Fax :   (852) 2845 0387

Address :  3/F, Wing On House,  71 Des Voeux Road Central, Hong Kong

E-mail :  sg@hklawsoc.org.hk

Website :  http://www.hklawsoc.org.hk


