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The Hong Kong Institute of Architects

Formation

On 3rd September, 1956, 27 architects gathered and formed The Hong Kong Society of Architects. As the membership of the Society
increased, recognition was given by Royal Institute of British Architects as an Allied Society. The change of name from Society to
Institute was effected in 1972 and had initiated a new phase of activities for the Institute. In 2021, the Institute celebrated its 65th
Anniversary with a theme “Architecture for People”, a series of celebration events were organized spanning over 2021-2022 to
commemorate HKIA’s accomplishments in serving our members and contributing to the society over decades.

Organization

Today, The Hong Kong Institute of Architects has around 180 Fellows, more than 4,700 Members and over 630 Associates and
Graduate Members. In addition, the Institute also has more than 200 architectural practices as corporate members. The Institute is
governed by a Council consisting of a President, two Vice-Presidents, an Honorary Secretary, an Honorary Treasurer, 6 Chairmen of
the Boards, 8 Ordinary Members of the Council and the Immediate Past President (ex-officio member), The Boards, appointed by the
Council, are formed to deal with specific areas in the objectives of the Institute. They are the Board of Educational Affairs, Board of
External Affairs, Board of Internal Affairs, Board of Local Affairs, Board of Practices and Board of Mainland Affairs. These Boards in
turn appoint Committees to deal with matters within the area of responsibility of the Boards.

Objectives

The two main objects of the Institute are to promote the general advancement of architecture and to promote and facilitate the
acquisition of the knowledge of the various arts and sciences connected therewith; and to raise the standard of architecture in Hong
Kong and the standard of professional architectural services offered by members of the Institute.

Professional Qualification

In Hong Kong, registration of architects are governed by the Architects Registration Board (ARB) under the Architects Registration
Ordinance (Chapter 408). Every year, graduates with recognized architectural education qualification and appropriate practical
experience, aspiring to become a Registered Architect, can sit the Professional Assessment jointly held by the Institute and ARB.
Successful candidates will be admitted as a Member of the Institute which, in accordance with the Architects Registration Ordinance,
will be readily accepted as a Registered Architect by ARB.

Accreditation of Architectural Education

The Institute works closely with the ARB to accredit the architectural courses offered by local universities and tertiary institutions and
offers advice on the aspects of professional practice and practical experience in architecture. Apart from recognition in Hong Kong,
architectural programmes accredited by HKIA/ARB are also recognised by Mainland as well as a number of overseas countries such
as, Australia and New Zealand under Mutual Recognition agreement with respective accrediting authority.

Service to the Public

The Institute also serves the public by applying the collective expertise of its members in an advisory role to government and the
building industry. Today, HKIA is represented in numerous consultative or advisory bodies to government as well as non-government
organizations. Moreover from time to time, HKIA would carry out various studies on issues of public interests and reflects the views of
architectural profession to the public and the government.

International Participation

The Institute takes Hong Kong to the fore in international circles through its active participation in the International Union of Architects
(UIA), the Commonwealth Association of Architects (CAA), the Architects Regional Council of Asia (ARCASIA) and the Asia-Pacific
Economic Cooperation (APEC) to facilitate the exchange of information and ideas in relation to all aspects of architecture and matters
in connection with the architectural profession.
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